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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  is  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  1953. 
It  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  information  called  for  in  some 
sections  is  rather  more  detailed  than  in  previous  years. 

V  ital  statistics  once  more  are  satisfactory,  the  Death  Rate  at  8  3 
bemg  much  less  than  the  national  figure  (11.4),  and  the  Birth  Rate  at 
14.2  mdicatmg,  for  the  first  time  since  1947,  a  halt  to  the  downward 
trend.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  16.4  is  very  favourable. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  were  higher  than  in  1952,  but  the 
increase  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the  Measles  outbreak  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  and  the  larger  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough.  There 
was  only  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis  and  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

Much  of  the  Department’s  work  is  directed  towards  obtaining  the 
cleanest  possible  food  supply,  and  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no 
reported  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  of  any  size  for  many  years  is  to 
some  extent  a  reflection  on  the  value  of  regular  routine  work  at  food 
premises.  This  routine  attention,  however,  is  undoubtedly  weakened 
by  the  lack  of  authoritative  standards  for  the  personal  conduct  and 
habits  of  those  engaged  in  the  food  trades.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  proposed  Food  &  Drugs  (Amendment)  Act  and  its  regu¬ 
lations  will  strengthen  the  position. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  excellent  work 
carried  on  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  past 
year  particularly  would  I  mention  Mr.  Rooley,  and  also  Mr.  Rixson, 
for  their  able  and  willing  assistance. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  I.  OUTRAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


Area 


Population  (mid  1953 — Registrar  General  s  Estimate) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December,  1953) 
Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1953) 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (31st  March,  1953) 


6,129  acres 
17,210 
5,247 
£174,831 
£700 


14.2 

15.5 


Vital  Statistics 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  civilian 
population 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales 
Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  civilian 
population 

Death-rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales 
Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still) 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  •  •  • 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales  26.8 


8.3 

11.4 

24.0 


Births 


1953 

Live  Births 

Still  Birth 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

118 

5 

116 

5 

234 

10 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

TOTAL 

123  121 

1 

244 

3 

3 

6 

Deaths — Causes 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System 
Tuberculosis — other  forms 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Cancer— all  forms  and  other  malignant 
neoplasms 
Leukaemia 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  Circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
11  leer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

18 

14 

32 

0 

0 

0 

7 

4 

11 

32 

21 

53 

4 

4 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

4 

2 

6 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

4 


Deaths — Causes,  continued 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Congenital  Malformation 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
Other  Accidents 
Suicide 
Other  causes 


Male  Female  Total 
69  52  121 

2  1  3 

0  0  0 

1  0  1 

0  1  1 

1  3  4 

0  0  0 

9  4  13 


Totals  . .  82  61  143 


Note.  No  deaths  occurred  from  Measles,  Diabetes,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
V  hooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Meningococcal  Infections,  Pregnancy' 
Childbirth  or  Abortion. 

The  following  tables  shew  details  of  statistics  for  the  years  since 
the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1934. 


1 .  Population,  Rateable  Value,  etc. 


Year 

Number  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 

Rateable 
Value  at 

31st  March 

Population 

(mid-year) 

1921  (Census) 

£ 

3135 

1931  (Census) 

— 

— 

5720 

1934 

2900 

86,007 

8570 

1935 

3240 

97,399 

9390 

1936 

3592 

105,617 

10130 

1937 

4001 

117,166 

11160 

1938 

4392 

128,971 

12010 

1939 

4290 

140,208 

13090 

1940 

4429 

149,456 

13660 

1941 

4429 

150,369 

14850 

1942 

4429 

153,210 

14660 

1943 

4431 

152,572 

14290 

1944 

4432 

152,896 

14190 

1945 

4432 

153,286 

14270 

1946 

4554 

152,792 

15350 

1947 

4724 

157,834 

16120 

1948 

4837 

162,743 

16340 

1949 

5006 

163,376 

16540 

1950 

5028 

168,364 

16660 

1951 

5074 

169,444 

f  16800(Estimate) 
\  17163(Census) 

1952 

5149 

171,671 

16970 

1953 

5247 

174,831 

17210 

2. 


/ 
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2.  Death  Rate,  Birth  Rate,  etc. 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate 

1934 

8-1 

140 

560 

1935 

5-4 

14-2 

36-6 

1936 

9-5 

15-7 

37-7 

1937 

7-5 

17-7 

55-0 

1938 

6-6 

16-3 

460 

1939 

9-2 

17-8 

370 

1940 

10-4 

17-6 

330 

1941 

♦ 

* 

* 

1942 

9-9 

17-1 

23-9 

1943 

9-7 

17-4 

161 

1944 

8-9 

20-6 

30-8 

1945 

10-4 

15-4 

36-4 

1946 

8-7 

18-4 

14-1 

1947 

8-9 

190 

32-6 

1948 

7-8 

17-7 

6-9 

1949 

7-8 

15-3 

15-9 

1950 

8-4 

15-2 

19-8 

1951 

9-8 

14-6 

24-5 

1952 

8-9 

13-8 

21-3 

1953 

8-3 

14-2 

16-4 

1 

*  Figures  not  available. 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

The  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  deals  with  most  of 
the  matters  relating  to  Public  Health.  Certain  functions  of  the  De¬ 
partment,  however,  are  specifically  referred  to  other  Committees — for 
example,  work  covered  by  the  Shops  Acts  and  Petroleum  Acts  is  dealt 
with  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  and  all  housing  matters, 
including  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Slum  Clearance, 
are  the  concern  of  the  Housing  Committee. 

Public  Health  Officers 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ..  M.  I.  Outram,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(part-time) 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  .  .  J.  H.  Rooley,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector .  .  R.  W.  Rixson,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Both  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  whole-time  officers,  are  qualified 
Meat  and  Food  Inspectors,  and  possess  the  Diploma  in  Sanitary  Science 
as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works. 

The  Senior  Inspector  holds  the  additional  appointments  of 
Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts  and  Petroleum  Acts,  and  also  is 
Housing  Manager.  The  Additional  Inspector  is  also  Assistant  Shops 
Act  Inspector.  Both  are  appointed  officers  under  various  minor 
enactments  such  as  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  Fireguards  Act,  etc. 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

As  in  previous  years,  the  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  usually  at  the  Hertford 
or  Colindale  Laboratories. 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  were  : 
Milk  Samples  .  .  . .  .  _  123 

Swimming  Pool  Water  Samples  .  .  .  .  ’  ’  14 

Ice-Cream  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  _  jgj 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  Sendee  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County 
Council  and  vehicles  are  kept  at  various  stations  throughout  the  County. 
At  the  present  time  no  vehicles  operate  from  the  Fire  and  Ambulance 
Station,  Mutton  Lane. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

Miss  Palmer,  of  1  Frowyke  Crescent,  South  Mimms,  and  Miss 
Flower,  of  20  Aberdale  Gardens,  are  registered  midwives;  Mrs. 
Davidson  and  Mrs.  Godfrey,  of  255  Mutton  Lane,  are  Queen’s  Nursing 
Sisters.  6 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  two  clinics— one  at  the  Village  Hall,  High  Street 
Potters  Bar,  and  one  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton  Lane.  Both  these 
centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Area  Health  Committee  and  give 
facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  dental  services. 

Hospitals 

There  are  three  hospitals  within  the  district— Potters  Bar  and 
District  Hospital,  Mutton  Lane,  the  Clare  Hall  Hospital  at  South 
Mimms  and  the  Pawling  Home  for  Children  at  Kitts  End.  The  first 
two  are  controlled  by  the  Barnet  Group  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Cases  ot  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to  hospital 
are  normally  sent  to  Coppett’s  Road  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Potters  Bar  area  is  held  at  Clare  Hall. 

Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Barnet  District  Water  Company, 
and  all  houses  have  a  mains  supply.  Samples  from  mains  in  the  district 
were  submitted  regularly  to  independent  analysts.  62  samples  were 
examined  bacteriologically  and  33  chemically,  and  all  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

In  addition,  1703  samples  (1293  bacteriological  representative  of 
supply)  were  examined  by  the  Company’s  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist. 
Of  the  1293,  1257  or  98%  were  found  to  be  free  from  Type  1  Faecal 
B.  Coli  in  100  m.l.  P 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  majority  of  properties  in  the  district  are  served  by  systems  of 
separate  soil  and  surface  water  sewers,  the  soil  sewers  discharging  to  the 
two  treatment  works  at  Cranborne  and  South  Mimms.  In  the  outlying 
districts,  however,  there  are  several  single  houses  or  groups  of  cottages 
where  sewers  are  not  available.  In  most  of  these  cases  the  owners  have 
been  encouraged  to  provide  small  septic  tanks  and  filters  which  are 
capable  of  producing  a  reasonably  satisfactory  effluent,  providing  proper 
maintenance  is  carried  out.  Farms  are  presenting  an  ever-growing 
difficulty.  Some  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers  where  at  all  practic¬ 
able,  but  in  other  cases  it  is  becoming  most  difficult  to  suggest  satis¬ 
factory  schemes  to  improve  the  existing  systems,  several  of  which  are 
undoubtedly  causing  pollution  of  water-courses.  Farm  sewage  cannot 
be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  in  septic  tanks  and  the  clay  soil  is  most 
unsuitable  for  land  irrigation  schemes.  Combinations  of  these  two 
methods  are  being  tried,  but  results  so  far  are  not  encouraging.  The 
only  other  alternative  is  to  provide  cesspools,  but  the  amount  of  effluent 
from  a  farm  is  such  that  either  the  cesspool  must  be  impracticably 
large  or  the  cost  of  emptying  becomes  prohibitive. 

A  very  few  properties  still  retain  dry  closets. 

On  the  sewerage  systems  and  the  disposal  works,  the  Engineer 
reports  as  follows  : — 

“  Strict  observance  of  routine  inspection  and  careful  maintenance 
have  again  ensured  that  the  soil  and  surface  water  systems  presented 
no  serious  problem  during  the  past  year. 

Ever  increasing  care  is  necessary  in  the  operation  and  maintenance 
of  both  the  Potters  Bar  and  South  Mimms  Disposal  Works.  The 
mounting  housing  development  is  being  particularly  reflected  in  the 
working  of  the  Potters  Bar  Works.” 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports  : — 

“  Within  the  terms  of  the  Council’s  Contract,  refuse  collection  has 
again  been  satisfactory. 

The  collection  of  waste  was  not  recommenced  although  it  appeared 
that  there  would  be  a  market  for  paper  in  the  near  future. 

Agitation  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  kitchen  waste  scheme 
resulted  in  the  Council  agreeing  to  consider  its  discontinuance  in  the 
coming  year.” 

Swimming  Pool 

During  1953  arrangements  were  continued  for  the  San  Marina 
Swimming  Pool  to  be  regularly  used  by  parties  of  school  children  from 
Middlesex  and  Hertfordshire  schools.  Supervision  of  the  establishment 
was  maintained,  and  during  the  season  of  use  14  samples  of  the  pool 
water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All 
the  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  particu- 
lars  of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the  Act  have  been  forwarded 

to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service.  Extracts  from  the 
report  are  : — 

(a)  Inspections 

55  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  the  53  factories  and  21 
other  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  In  5  premises 
contraventions  of  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  were  observed 
and  these  were  remedied. 

(b)  Outworkers 

Employers’  lists  submitted  showed  that  there  were  98  premises 
where  homework  was  carried  on.  126  inspections  were  made. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  —  Section  47 

During  1953  no  action  was  necessary  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Section. 

Section  D — Housing 

(See  page  14  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 

Section  E— Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(See  page  14  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 

Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  vear 
1953  were  : —  J 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

7 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

o 

Whooping  Cough 

142 

2 

Measles 

381 

4 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

9 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(paralytic) 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

2 

Dysentery 

3 

o 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

561 

18 

1 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever 
Cerebro-spmal  Fever,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Encephalitis  or  Food 
1  oisomng  occurred. 
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The  following  figures  shew  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
since  1934  : 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1934 

35 

7 

0 

_ * 

_ * 

1935 

5 

12 

0 

1936 

13 

5 

0 

1937 

11 

6 

2 

1938 

20 

4 

1 

1939 

14 

7 

3 

1* 

3* 

1940 

21 

12 

o 

17* 

4* 

1941 

23 

4 

0 

271 

137 

1942 

53 

4 

3 

194 

132 

1943 

35 

0 

0 

280 

51 

1944 

10 

0 

o 

23 

76 

1945 

14 

0 

0 

287 

22 

1946 

36 

1 

8 

104 

44 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

51 

58 

1948 

17 

0 

1 

108 

5  / 

1949 

11 

0 

1 

278 

43 

1950 

44 

0 

8 

306 

144 

1951 

15 

0 

3 

179 

67 

1952 

17 

0 

1 

164 

21 

1953 

22 

0 

1 

381 

142 

*  Notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  not  compulsory. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Area  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  he  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  relating  to  Potters 
Bar  children. 

Diphtheria  Combined  Whooping 


Total 


Number  of  children  im¬ 
munised  during  1953 

Number  of  children  who 
received  reinforcing 
injections  during  1953 


only 

Diphtherial 

Cough 

Whooping  Cough 

only 

63 

115 

15 

792 

5+ 

1 

193 


847 
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ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES— 1953 


Diseases 

0-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1952 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

(primary  or  influenzal) 
Acute  Poliomyelitis — 
Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Acute  Encephalitis — 
Infective 
Post-Infectious 
Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

49 

172 

18 

89 

202 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

7 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

22 

142 

381 

9 

1 

2 

3 

1 

17 

21 

164 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

223 

316 

18 

3 

1 

561 

218 
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TUBERCULOSIS— 1953 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respii 

-atory 

Non-respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5-15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

‘ 

25-35 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

45-55 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1953 

5 

3 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

1952 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
commencement  and  end  of  the  year  are  shewn  in  the  following  table, 
as  the  foregoing  gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
or  of  persons  cured. 


1953 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total  on  register  at 
commencement  of 
year 

62 

66 

128 

7 

6 

13 

141 

Total  on  register  at 
end  of  year 

66 

69 

135 

6 

1 

4 

10 

145 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

C  han man,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1953. 
The  Section  relating  to  food  inspection  is  now  more  detailed  than 

SiJT?  yearS’  thr1S  follows  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  A  great  deal  of  time  is  spent  at  food  premises,  and  every 
opportumty  is  taken  to  give  helpful  advice  to  those  engaged  in  the 
trades,  but  there  is  still  much  scope  for  the  education  of  all  personnel 
in  proper  hygienic  habits  and  conduct  while  handling  food. 

p  ,The  new  Fo°d  &  Drugs  (Amendment)  Bill,  which  is  before 
Parhamem  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  provides  for  the  issue  of 
Regulatmns,  and  it  is  understood  that  67  such  Regulations  have  been 
drafted.  It  was  anticipated  that  some  of  these  would  provide  more 
control  over  the  personnel  of  food  establishments,  but  it  is  disturbing 
to  learn  that  so  many  of  the  original  proposals  have  met  with  strong 
opposmon  from  the  Hotel  and  Catering  Organisations  that  it  is  unlikely 

HMl!henIffigU  iI.0niSLWheJn  1SSUed’  WlH  give  the  authority  which  Public 
Health  Officers  had  hoped  to  see.  There  seems  to  be  a  suggestion  that 

hose  original  proposals  which  were  unpopular  with  the  Catering 
Organisations  may  now  form  part  of  a  voluntary  “  Code  of  Practice  ” 
jvhich  may  be  adopted  by  Caterers  as  they  see  fit.  Officers  who  have 
had  experience  of  voluntary  Codes  of  Practice  can  only  view  the 
situation  with  disappointment. 

r  *n  any  event  k  certainly  seems  likely  that  more  time  will  be  needed 
for  the  supervision  of  the  food  trades.  Supervision,  however,  can  never 
achieve  the  results  which  would  follow  a  more  critical  policy  on  the  part 
of  housewives.  Customers  observing  bad  and  insanitary  practices 
''  /re  theY  shop  should  make  the  strongest  possible  complaints  to  the 
management.  The  majority  of  food  traders  have  already  achieved  a 
irly  high  standard  of  hygiene,  and  realise  that  insistence  on  food 

go?d  bus'LTs!  mterference  but  is  a  certain  to  promote 

In  the  Report  reference  is  made  to  the  difficulties  of  dealing  with 
arm  drainage  and  although  officials  of  the  Conservancy  Boards 
co-operate  well,  their  refusal  to  allow  effluents  from  farms  to  discharge 

nnollm7nnterCTrS!iS  mfkeS  \t  h3rd  t0  Suggest  improvements  where 

pollution  is  already  taking  place. 

-nf.  J' R^dltli?-\t0  meuneW  F°°d  &  DmgS  (Amendment)  Act,  several 
other  Bills  which  will  become  law  in  the  near  future,  and  the  revival 

P,  K|Umu  e7un^e’  W1  Produce  an  increasing  strain  on  the  resources  of 
rubhc  Health  Departments. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  add  my  thanks  to  those  of  Dr.  Outram  to 

all  members  of  the  department  for  their  efficient  service  and  loval 
support  at  all  times.  y 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  ROOLEY, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 

The  demand  for  housing  accommodation  in  this  district  shewed 
few  signs  of  diminishing  during  1953.  In  addition  to  the  considerable 
number  (131)  of  dwelling  houses  completed  by  private  builders,  62 
dwellings  were  completed  by  the  Council.  Of  these,  24  were  small 
maisonettes  and  8  bungalows,  intended  mainly  for  aged  persons,  and 
with  these  and  the  various  vacancies  which  occurred  in  existing  Council 
houses  during  the  year  79  applicants  were  housed  from  the  waiting  list. 
In  addition  24  transfers  were  effected,  so  that  in  all  103  lettings  were 
made. 

The  Council  agreed  to  endeavour  to  release  at  least  10%  of  its 
requisitioned  dwellings  each  year,  and,  in  1953,  5  units  were  actually 
vacated  and  released.  Others  were  approved  for  release,  however,  but 
had  not  been  vacated  by  December  31st. 

Halfway  house  accommodation  at  The  Walk  Hostel  was  dis¬ 
continued,  but  the  other  three  Halfway  Houses  were  well  used  during 
the  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  464  outstanding  appli¬ 
cations  on  the  waiting  list  (plus  80  Aged  Persons),  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  corresponding  figures  were  497  and  43. 

Informal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  taken  in  connection 
with  several  houses  and  many  defects  were  remedied.  As  anticipated 
in  last  year’s  Report  four  houses  were  demolished  and  one  closed 
voluntarily  by  owners,  and  the  Council  assisted  with  the  rehousing  of 
occupants. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

During  1953,  123  samples  of  the  various  designated  milks  were 
taken  from  retailers  trading  in  the  district.  All  but  1  satisfied  the 
prescribed  tests. 

There  were  8  Dealers’  and  11  Supplementary  licences  to  sell 
designated  milks  in  force  in  1953. 

Clean  Food  Campaign 

During  1953  the  Potters  Bar  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  was 
not  revived  in  any  way,  and  although  it  has  never  been  officially  dis¬ 
solved  it  has  in  fact  ceased  to  function. 

The  routine  inspection  of  food  establishments  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  where  it  was  considered  a  fruitful  service  to  give 
“  on  the  spot  ”  education  or  advice  to  food  handlers  and  management, 
this  was  pursued.  No  organised  courses  of  instruction  were  given. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Food  Premises 

The  tables  that  follow  show  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the 
district  by  type  of  business,  the  number  registered  under  Section  14 
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of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  number  of  dairies  registered 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 


Number  of  Food  Premises  by  Type  of  Business 


(a) 

No.  of  food 
premises 

(b) 

No.  of  food 
trades 

161 

25" 

3 

,  27 

3 

36 

3 

3 

> 

sj 

5  J 

5 

6 

8 

11 

5 

5 

29 

31 

9 

12 

2 

2 

5 

6 

13 

13 

13 

18 

— 

3 

— 

28 

116 

171 

Business 


Catering  Establishments  : — 

(a)  Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc. 

(b)  School  Canteens 

(c)  Works  Canteens 

(d)  Hospital  and  Institution  Kitchens 

Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Fishmongers 

Grocers 

Greengrocers 

Milk  Distributing  Depots 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Public  Houses 

Sweet  shops 

Ice-cream  : — 

Manufacturers  and  Vendors 
Vendors  only 


Notes :  L  nder  (a)  are  the  number  of  food  premises  categorised  according 
to  the  principal  business  only.  % 

The  figures  in  column  (b)  show  the  number  of  different  trades 
carried  on  in  the  district  and  take  into  account  the  more 
important  subsidiary  trades  carried  on  at  multiple  shops  and 
stores. 


Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section  14, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Storage,  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  33 

Manufacture  of  sausages  . .  .  .  jq 

Boiling  of  hams  .  .  .  .  _  7 

50 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  routine  inspection  of  food  estab¬ 
lishments  and  vehicles  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  474  in- 
spections  and  other  visits  were  made.  These  visits  are  classified 
as  follows  : — 
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Type  of  premises 

Cafes,  licensed  premises  and  industrial  canteens 

Bakehouses 

Milk  premises 

Butchers’  shops 

Ice-cream  manufacturers 

Other  food  premises 

Street  vendors,  hawkers,  etc. 


Visits 

152 

62 

1 

50 

21 

151 

37 

474 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  recorded  improvements  effected 
at  food  premises  as  a  result  of  these  visits  : — 

Number  of  Premises 


Hot  water  supplies  provided 

Ventilation  improved 

Lighting  improved 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  refaced 

Sinks  provided,  renewed  or  repaired 

Lobbies  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  ventilated 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  .  . 


5 
2 

6 
15 

2 

1 

4 
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Ice-Cream 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3  premises  in  which  ice-cream 
was  manufactured.  Two  of  these  manufacturers  employed  the  “  Heat 
treated  ”  process  and  the  other  a  “  Complete  cold  mix.” 

Two  new  applications  for  registration  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  were  approved  during  1953,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  33  premises  registered. 

As  in  previous  years  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  in  the  district 
were  submitted  to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Colindale, 
where  they  were  subjected  to  the  prescribed  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

During  the  year  181  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  with  the 
following  results  : — 


All  manufacturers: — 

f  Grade  1 
Satisfactory  •< 

[_ Grade  2 

f  Grade  3 
Unsatisfactory  < 

[_ Grade  4 

Local  manufacturers  only: — 

f  Grade  1 
Satisfactory  -< 

[_ Grade  2 

f  Grade  3 
LTnsatisfactory  ■< 

Grade  4 


25  or  100% 


NiP 

>  Nil  Nil 
NilJ 
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Below  will  be  found  comparative  figures  for  the  5  years  1949- 


All  manufacturers  : — 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Satisfactory  : 

(Grades  1  and  2) 
Unsatisfactory  : 

64% 

75% 

90% 

88% 

96% 

(Grades  3  and  4) 

36% 

25% 

10% 

12% 

4°/ 

Local  manufacturers  only  : 

■ — 

Satisfactory  : 

(Grades  1  and  2) 
Unsatisfactory  : 

73% 

85% 

78% 

83% 

100% 

(Grades  3  and  4) 

27% 

15% 

22% 

17% 

Nil 

Total  Samples  taken 

135 

185 

173 

182 

181 

NOTES 

It  is  felt  that  the  results  for  1953  were  most  satisfactory  and 
represent  a  high  standard  to  maintain,  bearing  in  mind  particularly  the 
amount  of  handling  bulk  or  loose  ice-cream  receives.  There  seems  to  be 
ittle  doubt  that  the  rigid  control  of  ice-cream  through  the  Ice-Cream 
(  eat  Treatment)  Regulations  and  a  regular  sampling  programme 
together  with  the  co-operation  and  help  of  the  trade,  have  raised  the 
bacterial  purity  of  ice-cream  to  a  high  standard. 

Of  the  8  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  3  were  of  prepacked  ice¬ 
cream  and  5  were  from  bulk.  These  samples  came  from  5  retailers  and 
represented  the  product  of  5  different  manufacturers. 


In  all  cases  unsatisfactory  results  were  followed  up,  repeat  samples 
taken  where  possible,  and  advice  given. 

In  one  case  where  2  successive  Grade  4  samples  of  prepacked 
ice-cream  were  taken  the  local  authority  concerned  with  the  supervision 
of  the  manufacture  of  the  ice-cream  was  consulted. 


In  another  case,  unsatisfactory  samples  from  bulk  were  attributed 
to  contamination  of,  and  worn,  servers.  After  the  servers  had  been 
renewed  and  steps  taken  to  prevent  further  contamination  subsequent 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Unsound  Food 


The  table  following  shews  the  food  which  was  examined  and  found 
to  be  unfit  during  the  year.  Quantities  are  rather  less  than  for  previous 

yearS  UNSOUND  FOOD— 1953 


Tinned  Ham 
Fish 

Finned  Vegetables  and  Fruit 

Tinned  Fish  and  Meat  .  . 

Jams  and  Preserves 

Pork  Sausages 

Tinned  Milk 

Cheese 

English  Beef  .  . 

Offal  .  . 

Imported  Beef 


30  lbs. 

3  stone 
9  tins 
1 1  tins 

11  lbs. 

12  lbs. 

6  tins 

16  lbs. 
2841  lbs. 

9  lbs. 

71  lbs. 
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All  condemned  food  is  disposed  of  either  by  burning  in  the 
furnaces  of  Clare  Hall  Hospital,  as  is  the  case  with  all  meat  and  fish, 
or  rendered  unusable  and  disposed  of  at  the  Refuse  1  ip  at  Cole  Green, 
Hatfield. 

RODENT  CONTROL,  1953 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  infestations  notified 
was  considerably  more  than  during  the  previous  year,  i.e.  97  notifications 
compared  with  70  in  1952.  This  figure  is  the  highest  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  number  of  recorded  surveys  carried  out  otherwise  than  by 
notification,  and  the  total  number  of  treatments  given,  also  show 
considerable  increases. 

As  in  previous  years  infestations  of  gardens  and  yards  attached  to 
dwelling  houses  predominated  and  accounted  for  approximately  75% 
of  the  total  rat  infestations  treated. 

Where  surface  infestations  are  felt  to  arise  from  a  possible  drain  cr 
sewer  infestation  it  is  the  policy  to  test  bait  the  sewers  concerned  and, 
if  necessary,  carry  out  a  treatment.  On  one  occasion  during  the  year 
this  procedure  was  adopted,  but  it  followed  the  treatment  of  2  private 
drains  involved,  and  there  was  no  subsequent  evidence  of  infestation 
in  the  sewer. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department 
during  1953  : — 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of 

(a)  notification  .  .  .  .  97 

or  (b)  otherwise  .  .  .  .  97  - 194 

Number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out  at  the  above  properties 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  rodent  control 


(a)  by  Sanitary  Officers 

(b)  by  Rodent  Operative 

419 

888  - 

-1307 

Number  of  premises  treated  (including 

the  completion  of  those  from  1952)  .  . 

Rats 

Mice 

Total 

(a)  by  Local  Authority 

67 

12 

79 

(b)  by  Occupiers  .  . 

4 

2 

6 

71 

14 

85 

Number  of  cases  where  disinfestation 
carried  out  by  Local  Authority  on 

more  than  one  occasion 

9 

3 

12 

Total  number  of  actual  disinfestations 

carried  out 

80 

17 

97 

Number  of  cases  where  no  infestation  was  found 
(involving  109  separate  properties). 
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130, 


types  of  infestations  dealt 


The  details  which  follow  show  the 
with : — 


Dwelling  Houses 
Gardens  and  Yards  (including 
outbuildings) 

Drains 

Agricultural  Property 
Schools  (including  canteens) 
Hospitals 
Sewage  Works 
Other  premises  . . 


Rats 

Mice 

Total 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

4 

4 

8 

8 

12 

12 

56 

61 

1 

1 

57 

62 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

5 

6 

— 

— 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

5 

— 

— 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

4 

71 

80 

14 

17 

85 

97 

(a)  =  Number  of  premises  treated. 

(b)  =  Number  of  actual  treatments  carried  out. 


Details  of  action  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  bv  Pests 
Act,  1949  : —  °  J 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  in  respect  of  : 

(a)  Treatments  .  .  .  .  26 

(b)  Structural  work  (proofing)  .  .  4  _ 30 

Note:  \\  ith  the  exception  of  2  written  notices  regarding  treatments 
all  notices  were  given  verbally. 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  .  .  Nil 

Legal  proceedings  instituted  .  .  .  .  Nil 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Disinfection  of  premises  and/or  effects  was  carried  out  as  under: 
Scarlet  Fever  .  .  _ 

Tuberculosis  .  .  . .  '  j 

Measles  .  .  . .  _  ’  ' '  ^ 

Suspected  Poliomyelitis  .  .  . .  .  ,  3 

Cancer  .  .  ,  .  1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Miscellaneous  ’ 


The  follow 


ing  disinfestations  w^ere  done  : 


Wood  Beetle 
Fleas 

Cockroaches 

Flies 


In  addition  to  the  above,  10  wasps’  nests  were  destroyed. 
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TABLE  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
DURING  THE  YEAR 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  832 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  .  494 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act  and  Petroleum 

Act  .  .  ■  •  •  ■  •  •  •  •  •  •  232 

Shops  Act  visits  and  inspections  . .  .  .  .  .  •  •  1 1 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  53 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Rodent  Control  (by  Sanitary  Officers)  419 
Administrative  visits 

Rehousing  visits,  etc.  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  409 

Civil  Defence  visits 


Total  visits  and  inspections  .  .  .  .  2689 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 
EFFECTED  DURING  1953 

Water  Supply  and  Fittings  Number  of  Premises 

Piped  main  supplies  provided  for  the  first  time  .  .  .  . 

Services  repaired,  renewed  or  improved 

Storage  cisterns  repaired,  renewed,  cleansed  or  covered  .  .  1 

Drainage 

Existing  premises  connected  to  L.A.  sewers  for  the  first  time 
Existing  premises  provided  with  water-carriage  drainage  systems 
to  septic  tanks  and  filters 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  .  .  ■  •  •  •  •  •  10 

Drains  and  public  or  private  sewers  unstopped  .  .  .  .  30 

Eaves-gutters  and  down  pipes  repaired,  renewed  or  unstopped  6 
Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  • 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

New  W.C’s.  provided  or  substituted  for  earth  closets 
W.C’s.  repaired  or  renewed 

Flushing  cisterns  and/or  flushpipes  repaired  or  renew 
Ventilation  improved 
Cleanliness  improved  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  ■  •  5 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  or  Improvements 

Unfit  houses  demolished 

Unfit  houses  vacated  and  rendered  uninhabitable  .  .  .  .  1 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
Damp-proof  courses  provided 

Underfloor  ventilation,  provided  or  improved  .  .  •  ■  1 

External  brickwork  repaired,  rendered,  pointed,  etc..  . 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  •  •  •  1 

Baths  provided 
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V\  indows  repaired  or  renewed 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 

Stoves,  ranges  and  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 

Domestic  food  stores  provided 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired 

Staircase  handrails  provided 

Lighting  and  ventilation  provided  or  improved 

Disinfestation — vermin 

Domestic  cleansing  enforced 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  remedied 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  or  rendered  innocuous 

Sundry  repairs  and  improvements 

Food  Premises 


2 

2 

5 

5 


1 

8 

3 

4 


Hot  water  supplies  provided 

Ventilation  improved 

Lighting  improved 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  cr  refaeed 

Sinks  provided,  renewed  or  repaired 

Lobbies  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  ventilated 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements 

DETAILS  OF  FORMAL  AND  INFORMAL  ACTION 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  verbal  notices  were 
given 

Number  of  premises  where  improvements  were  effected  following 
verbal  notices 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  written  Informal 
Notices  were  served 

Number  of  premises  where  improvements  were  effected  following 
service  of  written  Informal  Notices 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Statutory  Notices  were 
served 

Number  of  premises  where  improvements  were  effected  following 
service  of  Statutory  Notices 


2 

1 

4 
11 

52 

50 

26 

23 

5 

6 


Legal  Proceedings 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  the  non-compliance 
with  statutory  notices  served  under  Sections  45  and  93  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  67,  Park  Avenue,  and  Section  93  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  No.  69,  Park  Avenue.  The 
cases  were  heard  at  Barnet  Petty  Sessional  Court  on  the  13th  May,  1953. 
The  works  required  by  the  notices  were  carried  out  on  the  12th  May, 
1953,  immediately  prior  to  the  hearing. 

Applications  for  nuisance  orders  were  withdrawn,  but  the  de¬ 
fendants  were  fined  £2  in  respect  of  the  Section  45  Notice  on  67  Park 
Avenue,  and  ordered  to  pay  £S  8s.  Od.  costs  on  each  of  the  3  summonses 
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A.  C.  Westcott.  Printer,  130,  Darkes  Lane.  Potters  Bar.  A 5454  100754 


